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country) is satisfactory. He says, "Josephus
testifies, (lib. vii. de Bello. Jud. c, xv. and in
other places,) that Titus, in his siege of Jerusa-
lem, cut down all the trees within about one
hundred furlongs of the city, and that the .sol-
diers were forced to fetch wood so far,, for
making the mounts when they assaulted the
Temple/' *
From hence, the supposed gate of the Tem-
ple was pointed out to us, in the eastern wall
of the city, it being still blocked up, from: a
belief among the Turks, that their destruction
is to enter there; but the whole of this wall,
as well as that which surrounds Jerusalem on
the other sides, appeared to me of modern
structure; although, if there be any part of
the skirts of the city where the present walls-
may be- thought to occupy the site of the
ancient, it is certainly here. -
A short distance from this, in the right-hand
wall of the road, on ascending the hill, our
guide approached a large stone, and kissing it
with great fervour of devotion, assured us that
it was from hence the Holy Virgin ascended to
heaven. As a proof, of this new fact, he pointed
to a little indentation in the surface, and called
it the mark of Our Lady's girdle, which fell
* MaundreU's Journey, p, 142.